Value of sonographic screening for gallstones in patients with chest pain and normal coronary arteries.
The prevalence of sonographically detectable gallstones in patients with chest pain and normal coronary arteries was compared with the prevalence of gallstones in patients referred to sonography for nonbiliary disease. Among 545 patients with chest pain and normal coronary arteriograms, 101 (18.5%) were referred for sonographic examination of the gallbladder. This test group was compared to a matched control group (n = 101) undergoing abdominal sonography for nonbiliary disease. Six patients (5.9%) in the test group and eight patients (7.9%) in the control group were found to have gallstones by accepted sonographic criteria. Studies based on oral cholecystogram screening of healthy populations have claimed a prevalence of cholelithiasis of 2.3%-6.2% for males and 2.3%-12% for females. The authors were unable to demonstrate a higher prevalence of sonographically identified gallstones in patients with chest pain and normal coronary arteries than in patients examined for nonbiliary disease. The frequency of gallstones in this test group is comparable to that reported for a screened population of healthy men and women.